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AN INTRODUCTION BY PASTOR ORREY MCFARLAND      

Dear sisters and brothers of GLC, 

We believe in the necessity of meeting together to hear God’s Word and to 
receive the Holy Sacrament. So it is only with great sadness that we are not 
meeting right now — and with the hope that, by doing so, we are loving our 
neighbors by considering their safety. 
 During this time, we are still the church, we will still continue our ministry, 
and we will still worship God. This document provides an order of worship that 
can be used by anyone. It looks like our Sunday bulletin and is a modified 
version of a service from the Lutheran Book of Worship. It can be used either 
by an individual reading straight through it or by multiple people who can 
divide the responsive speaking parts (between the regular and bold text). If 
you’re using this with your family, I encourage you to try to get everyone 
involved. A recorded sermon can be found on our church’s Facebook page. 
 There is no right or wrong way to how to use this resource (that is, don’t 
worry about “getting it right”). It is provided to help all of us continue to turn 
our focus toward God together. Likewise, at the end of this document I have 
provided resources and some guidance for how we might continue in 
faithfulness during this time: prayers to speak, Scripture passages to read, and 
other actions you might take. Above all, if you or someone you know needs 
prayer, or anything else, during this time, do not hesitate to contact me. 

I am praying Romans 15.13 for you all during these weeks of uncertainty: “May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” The times may be 
uncertain, but God and his promises of forgiveness and salvation are not. 

Grace and peace,                pastor@gracethornville.org 
Pr. Orrey                  740-224-0298 
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AN ORDER FOR WORSHIP AT HOME 

INVOCATION 

In the Name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.  
From where does my help come? 

My help comes from the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; 
he who keeps you will not slumber. 

Behold, he who keeps Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD is your keeper; 
the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day, 
nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
he will keep your life. 

The LORD will keep 
your going out and your coming in 
from this time forth and forevermore. 
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PRAYER 

Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, our only source of health and healing, 
who alone can bring calmness and peace: Grant to us, your children, a 
consciousness of your presence and a strong confidence in you. In our pain, 
our weariness, and our anxiety, surround us with your care, protect us by your 
loving might, and permit us once more to enjoy health and strength and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

THE FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 40.6-11 

A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its 
beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades when 
the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. The grass 
withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the 
cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in 
his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with 
young. 
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PSALMODY Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd;  
 I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 He leads me beside still waters. 
He restores my soul. 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they   
 comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

THE SECOND LESSON  Philippians 4.4-9 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, 
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What 
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these 
things, and the God of peace will be with you.  
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6.25-34 

Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious 
can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 
little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added 
to you. Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.      
But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 

THE SERMON Pr. Orrey McFarland 

A sermon has been recorded and can be found on the church’s Facebook page. 
www.facebook.com/grace.thornville/ 

6



THE APOSTLES’ CREED With Explanations from the Small Catechism 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that 
He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason 
and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and 
shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and 
all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this 
body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me 
from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 
praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 
Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or 
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen 
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 
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What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called 
me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 
true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins 
of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

THE PRAYERS 

Almighty God, giver of all things, with gladness we give thanks for all your 
goodness. We bless you for the love which has created and which sustains us 
from day to day. We praise you for the gift of your Son our Savior, through 
whom you have made known your will and grace. We thank you for the Holy 
Spirit, the comforter; for your holy Church; for the means of grace; for the lives 
of all faithful and good people; and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to 
treasure in our hearts all that our Lord has done for us, and enable us to show 
our thankfulness by lives that are wholly given to your service. Hear us, good 
Lord. 

Gracious God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ, you turn us from the old life of sin. Grant that we who are reborn 
to new life in him may live in righteousness and holiness all our days, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Hear us, good Lord. 

O God, increase the faith and energy of your Church to desire and work for the 
salvation of all people, that they might be freed from sin and that hope be 
renewed in many hearts, to the increase of the kingdom of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Hear us, good Lord. 

Lord, your glory shines throughout the world. We commend our nation to your 
merciful care, that we may live securely in peace and may be guided by your 
providence. Give all in authority the wisdom and strength to know your will and 
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to do it. Help them remember that they are called to serve the people as lovers 
of truth and justice; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Hear us, good Lord. 

Almighty and most merciful God, we call to mind before you all those whom it 
would be easy to forget: the homeless, the destitute, the sick, the aged, and all 
who have none to care for them, especially during this time of virus. Help us to 
heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy. 
Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Hear us, good Lord. 

Almighty and everlasting God, comfort of the sad and strength to those who 
suffer: Let the prayers of your children who are in any trouble rise to you. To 
everyone in distress grant mercy, grant relief, grant refreshment; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Hear us, good Lord. 

With reverence and affection we remember before you, O everlasting God, all 
our departed friends and relatives. Keep us in union with them here through 
faith and love toward you, that hereafter we may enter into your presence and 
be numbered with those who serve you and look upon your face in glory 
everlasting, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Hear us, good Lord. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, Father, for 
the sake of him who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, 
that you have protected us through the night from all danger and harm. We ask 
you to preserve and keep us, this day also, from all sin and evil, that in all our 
thoughts, words, and deeds we may serve and please you. Into your hands we 
commend our bodies and souls and all that is ours. Let your holy angels have 
charge of us, that the wicked one have no power over us. Amen 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor and give us ☩ peace. 
Amen 
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RESOURCES FOR PERSONAL DEVOTION 

LUTHER’S MORNING AND EVENING PRAYERS 

MORNING PRAYER 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would 
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 

EVENING PRAYER 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel 
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 

+ The ministries and expenses of the church continue while we are unable to 
meet. Please consider continuing your faithfulness to give. You may mail your 
offering — and we will have an online giving portal ready to launch soon. 

+ There are many around us who are vulnerable during this time. If you know 
someone who could use a phone call, call them; if someone needs help buying 
groceries, contact the church and we will find a way to help. Let’s try to be 
proactive in reaching out to others, even if in the smallest ways. 

+ Pray for our community, our nation, and our world.  
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+ The Backpack Ministry will continue to need donations of money and food 
during these weeks that children are not in school. A list of recommended 
items can be found at www.gracethornville.org/ministries-service. 

+ Stay in the Word (see below!). 

SCRIPTURE VERSES FOR TIMES OF ANXIETY AND FEAR 

Matthew 6.25-34 
John 10.1-18 
John 14.1-6 
Romans 8.31-35, 37-39 

Philippians 4.4-7 
1 Peter 5.6-7 
Psalm 4, 27, 46, 91, 121 
Isaiah 43.1-3a 

STAY IN THE WORD 

+ The NALC provides daily Scripture readings and devotions: go to 
thenalc.org/daily-readings-archive/. 
 
+ Consider watching videos from the Bible Project (bibleproject.com), which is 
an extremely helpful resource. You can pick either a theme or a book of the 
Bible. I’d recommend starting with the series on generosity! 

IDEAS FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES 

+ Holy Family Time (holyfamilytime.com), an NALC initiative, provides an  
abundance of discipleship resources, including daily devotions, for families to 
use together. (Parents: there is guidance on the site for how to do this!) 
 
+ Our AIF leaders have recommended an app called the Greatest Journey that 
leads kids through Bible stories, which can be read and discussed together. 

This is a great time to get into the habit of spending time in the Word together!
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