
AN ORDER FOR WORSHIP AT HOME  
☩ THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER ☩ 

May 17, 2020 



PRELUDE Come, Thou Almighty King 

Come, Thou Almighty King, help us Thy name to sing, help us to praise. 
Father, all glorious, o’er all victorious, come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 

Come, Thou incarnate Word, gird on Thy mighty sword, our prayer attend: 
Come, and Thy people bless, and give Thy word success; Spirit of holiness, on 
us descend. Come and reign, come and reign, come and reign, our King! 

Come, holy Comforter, Thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour: Thou who 
Almighty art, now rule in every heart, and ne’er from us depart, Spirit of power. 

To Thee, great three in One, eternal praises be hence evermore. Thy sov’reign 
majesty may we in glory see, and to eternity love and adore. Come and reign, 
come and reign, come and reign, our King! 

 
 
 
INVOCATION 

In the Name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

This is the day the Lord has made // Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Christ is risen! // He is risen indeed. 

Christ is risen! //  He is risen indeed! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! // He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amyx2KPwSpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amyx2KPwSpw
https://youtu.be/NudyIY3WUic


PRAYER 

O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspiration of your 
Spirit to think those things which are right, and by your goodness help us to do 
them; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON  Acts 17.22-31 

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 
perceive that in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and 
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: 
‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim 
to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by 
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mankind life and breath and everything. And he made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should 
seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is 
actually not far from each one of us, for ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his 
offspring.’ 

“Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 
The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY  Psalm 66.8-20 

Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, 
who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip. 

For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 
You brought us into the net; you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 

you let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet 
you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 
I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will perform my vows to 
you, 

that which my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, with the smoke of the 
sacrifice of rams; I will make an offering of bulls and goats. 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for my 
soul. 
I cried to him with my mouth, and high praise was on my tongue. 

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 
But truly God has listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his 
steadfast love from me! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

THE SECOND LESSON  1 Peter 3.13-22 

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 
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hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they 
formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought 
safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as 
a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
having been subjected to him. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.     

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 14.15-21 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the 
world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And 
he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 
myself to him.” 
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The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

KIDS’ STORY The Story of Paul 

THE SERMON Pr. Orrey McFarland 

HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy 

Lyrics within video. 
 
THE OFFERING  Online Giving 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in 
trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlXFy3zjJh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlXFy3zjJh4
https://youtu.be/5avzLRHP6_s
https://youtu.be/5avzLRHP6_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIHD40CZY34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIHD40CZY34
https://www.gracethornville.org/giving
https://www.gracethornville.org/giving


HOLY BAPTISM 

“Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until 
the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until 
Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 
God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, 
then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.” (Galatians 
3.23-29) 

“[Baptism] delivers us from the devil’s jaws and makes us God’s own. It 
suppresses and takes away sin and then daily strengthens the new man. It is 
working and always continues working until we pass from this estate of misery 
to eternal glory. For this reason let everyone value his Baptism as a daily dress 
[Galatians 3.27] in which he is to walk constantly. Then he may ever be found in 
the faith and its fruits…” (Martin Luther, Large Catechism) 

THE PRAYERS 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Almighty God, grant that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence for prayer. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence for prayer. 
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https://youtu.be/pxiHZSfTsAg


Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence for prayer. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Silence for prayer. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Lord, the prayers of your children who are in any trouble rise to you — and we 
lift to you all who are in need. Today we lift before you especially Denny 
Burkett; Rick; Kenneth Bradley; Dreama; Staci and Ron; Travis; the family of 
Barry Wilson; Aprille; Blane; Dan; Slate; Noah; Terry; Bailey; Rich; Carol and 
Vince; and Robert Lahmon. We ask that you would guide physicians and nurses 
and all those you have called to work in healthcare, and give comfort and 
strength to all affected by this time of virus and isolation. Comfort and heal all 
those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence for prayer. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom. 
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Silence for prayer. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: mercifully 
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, 
that you have protected us through the night from all danger and harm. We ask 
you to preserve and keep us, this day also, from all sin and evil, that in all our 
thoughts, words, and deeds we may serve and please you. Into your hands we 
commend our bodies and souls and all that is ours. Let your holy angels have 
charge of us, that the wicked one have no power over us. Amen. 

BLESSING 

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
The Lord almighty order our days and our deeds in his ☩ peace. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN From All That Dwell Below the Skies (Doxology) 

From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the 
Redeemer’s Name be sung, through every land, by every tongue. 

Eternal are Your mercies, Lord, eternal truth attends Your Word. Your gracious 
sound from shore to shore, till suns rise and set no more. 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below, 
praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDqeOQx9o_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDqeOQx9o_U

