
 

AN ORDER FOR WORSHIP AT HOME  
☩ THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT ☩ 

March 29, 2020 



AN INTRODUCTION BY PASTOR ORREY MCFARLAND      

Dear sisters and brothers of GLC, 

As I said last week: we believe in the necessity of meeting together to hear 
God’s Word and to receive the Holy Sacrament. So it is only with continued 
sadness that we are not meeting right now — and with the hope that, by doing 
so, we are loving our neighbors by considering their safety. 
 During this time, we are still the church, we will still continue our ministry, 
and we will still worship God. As with last week, this document provides an 
order of worship that can be used by anyone. It looks like our Sunday bulletin 
and is a modified version of a service from the Lutheran Book of Worship for 
use at home. It can be used either by an individual reading straight through it 
or by multiple people who can divide the responsive speaking parts (between 
the regular and bold text). If you’re using this with your family, I encourage you 
to try to get everyone involved. A reminder: there is no right or wrong way to 
how to use this resource. It is provided to help all of us continue to turn our 
focus toward God together — and to participate actively in worship. 

There are two additions for this week: 1) The service has more videos and 
recordings (blue links) that you can use to aid you in your worship — either to 
sing along with or simply to meditate on. 2) There is a link for online giving, 
which provides an easier way to continue our faithfulness to give and to be 
good stewards of God’s gifts. 

I offer this worship service for our church, in prayer and in great hope, “to him 
who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all 
time and now and forever. Amen.”  (Jude 24-25) 

Grace and peace,                pastor@gracethornville.org 
Pr. Orrey                  740-224-0298 
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AN ORDER FOR WORSHIP AT HOME 

PRELUDE What Wondrous Love is This 

 
INVOCATION 

In the Name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

OPENING DIALOG  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
and his mercy endures forever. 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

He sent forth his Word and healed them, 
and saved them from the grave. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and loving in all his works. 

The Lord upholds all who fall; 
he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

The Lord sustains them on their sickbed, 
and ministers to them in their illness. 

The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
and his mercy endures forever. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsVnvN3EVxY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsVnvN3EVxY


PRAYER 

Let us pray. Holy God, your Son came into this world to bring forgiveness, life, 
and salvation to all who believe. May your Spirit breathe life into the dry bones 
of our lives so that we may follow and serve you in newness of life and in the 
hope of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

THE FIRST LESSON  Ezekiel 37.1-14 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he 
led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface 
of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, 
can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, 
and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I 
looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 
exceedingly great army. 
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Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed 
cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, 
I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 
open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will put 
my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. 
Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, 
declares the LORD.” 

PSALMODY  Psalm 130 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! O Lord, | hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | pleas for mercy! 
If you, O LORD, should | mark iniquities, 
 O Lord, | who could stand? 

But with you there | is forgiveness, 
 that you | may be feared. 
I wait for the LORD, | my soul waits, 
 and in his word | is my hope; 

My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen | for the morning, 
 more than watchmen | for the morning. 
O Israel, wait | for the LORD!  
 For with the LORD | there is mercy, 
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with him is plent- | eous redemption. 
 And he will redeem Israel from | all their sins. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit, 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for- | ever. Amen 

THE SECOND LESSON  Romans 8.6-11 

For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not 
submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

      

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 11.1-45 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet 
with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” 
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Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after 
this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone 
walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 
But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 
After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I go to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 
asleep, he will recover.” Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 
that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has 
died, and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him.” So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 
So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you 
ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 
world.” 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose 
quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was 
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still in the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were with her 
in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed 
her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Now when Mary 
came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply 
moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead 
four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would 
see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his 
eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that 
they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried 
out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came out, 
his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the Jews therefore, 
who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him. 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

KIDS’ STORY Jesus Raises Lazarus 

THE SERMON Pr. Orrey McFarland 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FT04jjh3Q8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FT04jjh3Q8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJzDrhiitIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJzDrhiitIA


HYMN My Hope is Built on Nothing Less  

THE OFFERING  Online Giving 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED With Explanations from the Small Catechism 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that 
He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason 
and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and 
shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and 
all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this 
body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me 
from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 
praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 
Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or 
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 

9

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkMapZB8qMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkMapZB8qMk
https://www.gracethornville.org/giving
https://www.gracethornville.org/giving


death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen 
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 
What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called 
me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 
true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins 
of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

THE PRAYERS 

Almighty God, giver of all things, with gladness we give thanks for all your 
goodness. We bless you for the love which has created and which sustains us 
from day to day. We praise you for the gift of your Son our Savior, through 
whom you have made known your will and grace. We thank you for the Holy 
Spirit, the comforter; for your holy Church; for the means of grace; for the lives 
of all faithful and good people; and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to 
treasure in our hearts all that our Lord has done for us, and enable us to show 
our thankfulness by lives that are wholly given to your service. We wait for you, 
O Lord. 

Gracious God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ, you turn us from the old life of sin. Grant that we who are reborn 
to new life in him may live in righteousness and holiness all our days, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. We wait for you, O Lord. 
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Merciful God, we call to mind before you all those whom it would be easy to 
forget: the homeless, the destitute, the sick, the aged, and all who have none 
to care for them, especially during this time of virus. Help us to heal those who 
are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, 
for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We wait for you, O Lord. 

Let us pray for all who suffer. Merciful Lord, your sent your Son to be our peace. 
Help all who suffer pain or grief to find in him strength and peace, so that their 
trust in your promises may be renewed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. We wait 
for you, O Lord. 

Let us pray for recovery from sickness. O God, the strength of the weak and the 
comfort of sufferers: mercifully hear our prayers and grant to your servants that 
help of your power, that their sickness may be turned into health and our 
sorrow into joy; through Jesus Christ. We wait for you, O Lord. 

Let us pray for those in affliction. Almighty and everlasting God, comfort of the 
sad and strength to those who suffer: let the prayers of your children who are 
in any trouble rise to you. To everyone in distress grant mercy, grant relief, 
grant refreshment; through Jesus Christ our Lord. We wait for you, O Lord. 

Let us pray for those who minister in healing. Almighty God, source of human 
knowledge and skill: guide physicians and nurses and all those you have called 
to work in healthcare. Strengthen them by your life-giving Spirit, that, by their 
ministries, the health of all people may be promoted and your creation may be 
glorified; through Jesus Christ our Lord. We wait for you, O Lord. 

Let us pray for the ministry of family and friends. Loving God, our creator and 
redeemer: give strength and gentleness, patience and faithfulness to family 
members and friends. Let their hope by in you, and by their ministry of love let 
your love be known; through Jesus Christ our Lord. We wait for you, O Lord. 

Let us pray for those who desire our prayers. Blessed Lord, we ask your loving 
care and protection for those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit and who 
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desire our prayers. Take from them all fears and help them put their trust in 
you, that they may feel your strong arms around them. Comfort them with your 
renewing love, that they may know wholeness in you and glorify your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. We wait for you, O Lord. 

With reverence and affection we remember before you, O everlasting God, all 
our departed friends and relatives. Keep us in union with them here through 
faith and love toward you, that hereafter we may enter into your presence and 
be numbered with those who serve you and look upon your face in glory 
everlasting, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. We wait for you, O Lord. 

O merciful Father, you teach us in your holy Word that you do not willingly 
afflict or grieve your children. Look with pity on the sorrows of all who suffer as 
a result of this virus, your servants, for whom we pray. Remember us, O Lord, in 
mercy. Strengthen us in patience, comfort us with the memory of your 
goodness, let your presence shine on us, and give us peace through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. We wait for you, O Lord. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, Father, for 
the sake of him who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, 
that you have protected us through the night from all danger and harm. We ask 
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you to preserve and keep us, this day also, from all sin and evil, that in all our 
thoughts, words, and deeds we may serve and please you. Into your hands we 
commend our bodies and souls and all that is ours. Let your holy angels have 
charge of us, that the wicked one have no power over us. Amen 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor and give us ☩ peace. 
Amen 

CLOSING HYMN How Firm a Foundation 
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